
There are some wonderful opportunities to par-
ticipate in Trinity’s music ministry in the coming 
months.  The Summer Choir, which is open to 
everyone, will sing in worship on July 9, July 
23, August 6, August 20 and September 3.  
Simply come to rehearsal at 8:30 a.m. that morn-
ing and learn an easy anthem. 
 
There will also be an opportunity to learn how to 
ring handbells this summer.  A series of hour-
long rehearsals will be held after worship (from 
11 to 12) on June 25, July 2, July 9 and July 
16.  We will focus on basic ringing technique 
and note reading, culminating in a performance 
in worship on Sunday, July 23.  Please contact 
me if you are interested! 
 
Finally, I will teach another five-week small 
group to help participants develop their singing 
voice beginning on Sunday, June 25 at 7 p.m.  
We’ll also read John Bell’s insightful book, The 
Singing Thing, and talk about why we sing in the 
first place.  If you are interested in participating, 
speak with me personally or send an email 
(paul_tpc@swbell.net).  And if you can’t partici-
pate this time around, I hope you will join the 
next class early in early September. 
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- Paul Vasile, Minister of Music �
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Remember the wonderful 
river water on our feet, the 
fresh air and nature walks?   

 

We’re going back  to Mound Ridge Camp for 
our Trinity Retreat.  This intergenerational 
weekend is open to all members and friends of 
Trinity.  Fun activities will be planned for all 
ages.  Look for information about registration in 
upcoming editions of Trininty News. 

 

Save the dates of August 26 and 27!  

 

For more details, call Karen Coletti        
at church, 725-3840. 
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         July 1, 2006 



Ah yes, down came the rain, the floors and carpets were soaked, good-byes were said and the carpet thrown out.  
The sun came out and dried up all the rain, and we’ll clean and fix and paint and climb the spout again! 

Summer maintenance and upgrading are underway in our classroom, Thicket, and lower entry areas: 
 - Thicket area floor will have a new covering. 
 - Nursery will have new rugs. 
 - Pre-school and 5th-6th grade rooms will be painted. 
 - Lower entry wall painting and installations will be completed. 

All of these areas are currently works-in-progress, and we are hopeful that on September 10 when we celebrate the 
Gathering-in for Fall all will be completed. 
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�������������������������
- Karen Coletti, Director of Christian Education 

SESSION HIGHLIGHTS 
- Dr. Daniel Anderson-Little, Pastor  

The Session meeting on June 7 was busy and productive   Here are the major highlights of that meeting: 
 
�� The Job Descriptions for the two new positions were approved.  The two positions are going to be called 

Minister of Christian Education and Minister of Equipping.  These names are consistent with our current 
title Minister of Music and serve as a reminder that these positions are primarily ministry positions and not 
directors or overseers.  The Search Committee is now meeting to fill both positions. 

 
�� The Session approved a recommendation from the Worship Task Force to adjust our Sunday morning 

schedule.  The new schedule is similar to our current schedule, but adds extra time to worship and fellow-
ship in between worship and education.  The Session believes that these schedule adjustments will give us 
a more expansive feel to worship and give us more time to connect with one another on Sunday morning.  
The new schedule will begin on Sunday, September 10: 

 Worship —  9:30 – 10:40 a.m. 
 Fellowship — 10:40 – 11:00 a.m. 
 Education — 11:00 – 11:50 a.m. 
 
�� The Session approved a $1500 gift to the Covenant Network, an organization of which Trinity is a member 

and which is advocating for the full inclusion of gay and lesbian persons in the Presbyterian Church 
(U.S.A.).  The Network has incurred additional costs this year as it has sought to be a strong voice at the 
General Assembly in Birmingham, AL.  If members of Trinity would like to make a contribution to this 
vital work of the Covenant Network, you can make a check out to Trinity Presbyterian Church and note 
that it is for the Covenant Network.  To read more about the Covenant Network visit http://
www.covenantnetwork.org. 

 
�� Trinity has reconfigured its administrative staff.  Linde Baechle, our current Financial Secretary, is adding 

hours to her schedule and she will become our Financial Administrator.  Linde’s new schedule will be half-
time (her current schedule is 15 hours per week).  We are in the process of hiring a new Church Adminis-
trator who will work 3 days a week.  We should have a new employee hired by the beginning of July.   

 
�� We will have a Congregational Meeting after worship on July 9 for the purpose of electing elders to fill 

unexpired terms.  Tim Rand resigned from the Session when he moved to Florida for a new job; Tim Bark-
lage resigned as God is calling him to new ministries at Trinity. 



Because Tim Rand, who has chaired the Corporate 
Affairs Commission this year, has relocated to Flor-
ida, I have been brought back to chair the commis-
sion, supervise the budget process and help in the 
stewardship campaign.  Mid-year is a good time to 
take stock of our finances and report to the congrega-
tion on several major topics.   

Deficit Reduction.  Our goal in last year’s budget 
was to reduce our $75,000 deficit by $25,000 to a to-
tal deficit of $50,000.  Because of the generosity of 
the congregation and budgetary cuts, we achieved 
this while increasing mission giving by $7200.  The 
increase in 2006 pledges over 2005 meant we had to 
reduce the budget by only $5000 to achieve the goal 
of deficit reduction.  But we still have a deficit.  We  
again plan to reduce the budget deficit by another 
$25,000 in 2007 by a combination of further budget 
cuts and (with God’s help) another increase in 
pledges. 

Organ Renovation.     As you know, we are refur-
bishing the organ and fixing the roof above it which 
by raining tar paper bits has contributed to the or-
gan’s deterioration.  The total cost of this project will 
be $201,000.  Of this, $121,000 has been paid to the 
organ company and $80,000 remains.  Of the 
$201,000, $50,000 is to be paid by the Endowment 
Fund, $76,000 will come from church savings,  and 

$75,000 will be paid by pledges from individual 
members.  If you have not already paid your organ 
pledge, the “pipe”r must be paid.  Please send it in by 
August 31.   

Pledge Payments.  We have been able so far in 2006 
to meet all obligations of the church out of cash flow 
— pledges, loose offerings, interest on church sav-
ings, and Endowment Fund contributions.  This is 
truly wonderful and a credit to families and individu-
als in the church who are paying their pledges.  The 
summer is a slow season for pledge payments, 
though, so please keep up with your payments if pos-
sible so that we can maximize interest on our invest-
ments. 

Per Capita.     Finally, I want to mention per capita 
assessments again.  Each church in this Presbytery 
has to pay $21 for each member on its rolls.  This 
amounts to $9702 for Trinity.  The church has paid 
this, but if individuals send a per capita contribution 
for themselves, as many have, this burden will be 
lessened for the church. 

The Corporate Affairs Commission will report more 
fully on Trinity’s financial situation to the congrega-
tion in a separate communication.  The Lord has 
blessed us with wonderful resources, including peo-
ple who support this church and its mission.  God is 
good. 

FINANCIAL UPDATES FOR 2006 
- Keith Fischer, Acting Chair, Corporate Affairs Commission 
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- Tom Peters 

We are in the process of creating a book collec-
tion that strengthens our resolve to be a welcom-
ing church.  This reference library will include 
books for any age group (children’s books are a 
plus) that discuss issues relating to gender, race, 
ethnic origin, worldly condition, sexual orienta-
tion, disability, or any other human condition.  
You can either donate the book directly or just 
give us references or titles of books you think 
would be good additions to the collection.  If you 
have any questions, please feel free to speak to 
Do Kirk (996-2680) or me (862-3437; 
tjpeters2@hotmail.com.  Thanks!   
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Dear Trinity Presbyterian angels— 
 
Thank you so much for all your prayers and 
support as Tim and I recover from the car acci-
dent.  We are so grateful for you kindness —- 
and a bit awed by the outpouring of help.  You 
have made what could have been a terrible ex-
perience into a positive one for our famliles. 
      We’re both mending and are grateful every 
day for the blessings of friends and family.  
Thank you so much for everything. 

 
With love from us both,  
Katy (Gordon) 
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On Sunday, May 21, two members of the Confirmation Class joined Trinity Presbyterian Church.  We wel-
come them into full membership at Trinity and offer them our love and prayers!                  (Photos by Cathy Smith) 

������ ����� ������������� ����� ������������� ����� ������������� ����� �������� (left) is the son of John Pfeifer 
and Andrea Pfeifer-Stephens and has just completed 8th grade 
at John Burroughs School. His younger sister, Claire, will be 
starting Confirmation Class this year.  Ethan loves cats and his 
newt.  He’s going camping in the Grand Canyon this summer. 
      What impresses me most about Ethan is his mixture of deep 
faith and intense curiosity. He is never afraid to ask a question, 
think things through, and come to his own conclusion. Re-
cently while out to lunch with him I discovered he was reading 
Aldous Huxley's Brave New World —  not for school, but for 
his own interest. He had already come up with many thoughts 
in it in relation to society today. Additionally, Ethan seems to 
be very artistic, and plays both classical and electric guitar. 
Please help in supporting his journey at Trinity.                                                                           
                                                                        - Daniel Haeusser 

������ �������� �
������������� �������� �
������������� �������� �
������������� �������� �
������� the son of Chris and Sarah Schmidt, has an older sister, Liza, and a 
younger brother, Peter.  He just completed 8th grade at John 
Burroughs School.  He is involved in a wide range of activities 
besides school including  soccer on a club team and guitar les-
sons.   During the summer he spends a month at wilderness 
camp in Maine.  With some friends, he also helps run a summer 
day camp for 2nd and 3rd graders.  He is looking forward to 
high school , where he will be involved in soccer, wrestling, 
and tennis. 
      Henry enjoyed the confirmation class and is on his own 
faith journey, resolving the contradictions of faith.  Henry feels 
that a two-year confirmation class is the right length.  He en-
joyed confirmation class activities, particularly Marker Mad-
ness.  I asked him what advice he would give someone who was 
starting the class.  He said:  think before answering.  This is 
typical of Henry — he is a thoughtful, inquisitive young man.                                                                                                                                 
                                                                                 - John Roman     
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This is a list of Trinity Members who need our prayers.  If you would like to be added to the prayer list or 
know of a member in need of prayer, please call the church office, 314-725-3840. 

 

Prayers for               
Homebound  
Members 
   Helen Baur 
   Myrtle Beckmeyer 
   Juanita Bruns 

    Eleanor Griffin 
    Mabel Howell 
    Russell Kramer 
    Edna Paul 
    Margaret Smith 
    Maxine Story 

       Dorothy Strickler   

   Prayers for 
Health Concerns 

      Marcus Elliot 
      Katy Gordon and 
      Tim Woodcock 

       Kellie Jones 
       Kim Merrit 
       Colleen Os-                        
            born   
       Jim Pettus 
       Ethel Scott 

    Jim White 
 
Prayers for            
Relocation 
    Barb and Tim    
        Rand 



Deadline for August edition:  July 12, 2006.   Submit your articles, questions, and suggestions to the Church Office or 
to Ann Fischer at afischer5@sbcglobal.net.  Visit the Trinity website at www.trinityucity.org.  Contact the Church Of-
fice by e-mail at tpcucity@swbell.net, by phone at (314)725-3840, or by fax at (314)725-9814. 

The two Mid-County MCU task forces — on education and on health care — 
have spent the past several months sifting through stacks of information from 
institution administrators, community leaders, government officials, and local 
organizations. We’ve been searching out issues to support that are clear, sim-
ple and winable. It has not been easy, but we are closing in on some. 

      The educational task force has narrowed its original list of six problem areas to two specific needs in 
mid-county:  

· support for parental involvement in their children’s schooling  
· support for early childhood education. 

      The St. Louis YMCA Literacy Council has concluded that the only measure that has significant impact on 
children’s reading ability is if they live in a home where there is a commitment to learning.  Getting and keep-
ing parents involved in their children’s education is crucial to a successful school experience, but often parents 
see schools and libraries as alien and unfriendly places. What can MCU do to encourage parents to take a more 
active role from very early in their children’s lives?  
      U.S. law states that one percent of Title I funds for education must be spent on programs to encourage pa-
rental involvement. Are they being spent in fact? How? What is the result? Should funds be increased?  

      The health care task force has focused on “health literacy” and is developing a plan to spread information 
on health care to consumers allowing them to make intelligent choices about their care.  The next task force 
meeting is scheduled for July 13, 6:30 p.m.   Come one, come all!   

      For more details, speak with any of the core team members: Melissa Kreishman, Lisa Bernhard, Betty Bur-
nett, Tom Serfass. Luise Hoffman, Kitty Underwood, or John Roman.  The next full-scale community meet-
ing will be September 24, 3-4:30 p.m.   It is not too early to mark your calendars. 
 

METROPOLITAN CONGREGATIONS UNITED NEWS  
                                                                                                             - Betty Burnett 

 

On Saturday, June 17, some hardy  workers turned out to clean out the boiler room and some  closets that have 
accumulated “stuff” for many years.  This was a major organization, hard labor, day!  Thank You to: 

Kim and Mark Merritt 
John and Joanne Roman 
Tim Barklage — even with 3-week-old Jillian waiting at home 
David and Karl Nelson 
Dr. Dan and  Leah Anderson-Little 
Harold Glad 
Lynn Beck 
Doyen Afuwape 
Ann Fischer 
Sally Dunn 
Do Kirk 

  
By mid-July everything should have a home and be sorted and labeled. 
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The task for all of us is to re-
turn to the rules of our child-
hood:   

�  Put your toys away!   

�  If you use an item, return 
it to its home!   

�  If you make a mess, clean 
up after yourself!   

Love Do 



Was it “just a 
coincidence?”  
In retrospect, 
I really don’t 
think so.   
      S a n d y 
N o r k a i t i s , 
C a r o l y n 
Becker, and I 

had just finished a round of golf at a course in Fenton 
when Sandy noticed a tan fluff wandering around the 
parking lot.  Knowing that I am an Animal Person, 
Sandy led me a pathetic little thing — disoriented, dirty, 
and panting — and said “Bonnie in the pro shop likes 
dogs.  She’ll know what to do.”  I scooped up Cindy 
Sue, as I came to think of this mutt, and began an unex-
pected and illuminating journey. 
      Bonnie-in-the-pro-shop clucked her tongue.  “How 
sad.  I’ll look up the Humane Society number for you.”  
While she ruffled pages, I remembered a fellow Zoo 
Docent who is married to a veterinarian and lives in 
West County.  Thinking his hospital was also in West 
County, I called.  After I’d explained the situation, a 
pleasant receptionist put me on hold for the first of 
many times that day.  Finally she came back.  “The doc-
tor will look at the dog.  But we’re located by the air-
port. [!]  It might be better to go somewhere close in 
case the owners are looking for it.”  Good advice. 
      With directions from Bonnie-in-the-pro-shop to an 
animal hospital in Old Town Fenton and a couple of 
towels for the seat, Cindy Sue and I set off.  We even 
finally found the place.   “How sad,” said Tammy, the 
hospital’s receptionist.  They couldn’t take the dog, “of 
course,” but they did identify her sex and “breed” and 
the fact that she was old — her tongue lolled out of her 
mouth because she had no teeth to keep it in.  And I 
could use their phone to call the shelter “not too far 
away” for directions.   Ah… problem solved.  
      I tied up their phones for the next hour in increasing 
frustration looking for a place for Cindy Sue.  [Shelter 
A], “not too far away,” answered brusquely, put me on 
hold three times and concluded that they didn’t have 
room.  The clear, unspoken subtext:  they especially 
didn’t have room for an old dog.  But, they said in con-
clusion, try [Shelter B]; it’s really not that far away. 
      Someone at [Shelter B] answered the phone, put me 
on hold several times and eventually declared that they 
didn’t have room either.  Besides, they didn’t take 
strays.   What did they take if not strays?  Puppies and 
kittens, maybe, but not Cindy Sue, who had settled si-
lently on the counter, charming the staff and trusting 
that someone would take care of her.    

      Tammy was now deeply into this process as well.  
(Perhaps she wanted her phones back?)  “There’s South 
County Animal Control (‘the pound’).  And there’s a 
Franklin County Humane Society,” she said, dialing 
another hospital to get the number.  The number that 
hospital provided proved to be the main Humane Soci-
ety facility — not near Fenton but in St. Louis City. 
      Tammy put on her best hospital voice and dialed.  
In fact she dialed four times, each time being put on 
hold for many minutes and then shunted to voice mail.  
Desperation was setting in.  This place was on my way 
home, but what if they didn’t take old dogs either?  I 
couldn’t turn her loose in a parking lot. 
      Finally I turned to people I’ve trusted and loved for 
years — my own pets’ veterinarians on Skinker Boule-
vard.  Nowhere close either, but perhaps they could tell 
me what to do.  A new voice answered the phone.  I 
went through the now familiar drill.  “How sad,” said 
the voice?  “Perhaps there’s a Chihuahua rescue group 
you could contact.”  First ray of hope.  Would they take 
a mixed breed?  “Probably…Just a minute, please 
hold.”  Here we go again… 
      After a few minutes the voice came back.  “My 
name’s Mindy.  And actually this is my first day, so I 
had to ask.”  Pause.  “I will take the dog.”   What?       
“I will take the dog.  I have Chihuahuas at home, and 
she’ll fit in.  They’re used to dogs I sometimes foster 
for Stray Rescue.  Just bring her here.” 
      Forty-five minutes later I turned Cindy Sue over to 
Mindy, who took one look at her, said “Awwww” and 
gathered her up to show the others.   Not quite sure 
what I should do beyond saying thank you, I wandered 
back to my car, sat down and cried. 
      Buster/Chester, our fat orange tabby, was scheduled 
for dental work the next day, and so bright and early I 
looked for Mindy.  “She did great,” was the report.  
“She slept on my bed and even ate a bit.”   
      But wait, there was more. “We have clients who just 
had an old dog euthanized and might be willing to take 
her.   They have her for the day.  I’ll let you know.”   
Cindy Sue had found a home.  I later learned that the 
new family had recently lost not only their dog but also 
a close human friend.  Cindy Sue (whom they call 
“Mouse”), a perfectly huggable size and full of trust, 
was a godsend for them. 
      What in the world to make of all this?   Had I just 
been caught in a sit-com?  How could it be that the only 
place I knew to call had a new employee I’d never met 
who was just the person I — and more importantly 
Cindy Sue —- needed to find?  

(Continued on next page) 
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 - Ann Fischer 
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(Grace Notes, Continued)       

I think there are several lessons in this small, everyday 
incident: 

�� The problem of pet overpopulation is real.  Animals 
who are not treasured pets do not face happy pros-
pects. 

�� Angels are real.  Kindness and compassion can crop 
up anywhere.  And yet somehow it always aston-
ishes to me to meet them up close and personal.  
The solution to this problem lay not in the institu-
tions meant to handle it but in the willingness of one 
person to say yes.  

 

�� It is when a situation is most out of my control that I 
am most aware of God’s grace. 

Is it blasphemous to talk of God’s grace in connection 
with dogs and cats — or any other animal, for that mat-
ter?  Not in my book.  
 
 
P.S.  If you’re ever in a similar situation, don’t overbur-
den the angels at Kingsbury Animal Hospital. Try Stray 
Rescue of St. Louis, 771-6121. 

HELP WANTED:   The Office received this note recently:  “We are in need of a part-time Custodian per-
son, experience preferred.  Please call Normandy United Methodist Church for details.  Telephone number is 
314-385-3000 or E-Mail us at Basdjbs@juno.com or at Bharge@SBCglobal.net.” 

CALENDAR              
          
Every Sunday 
       9:30   Worship 
     10:40 Fellowship 
 
Special Events in Worship 
      July 2 - Communion 
      July 23 — Diane O’Brien preaching 
      July 30 — Karen Coletti and Vicki  
 Carmichael preaching 
  
Mondays 
       July 10 — 7:00 — Deacons Meeting  
  
Tuesdays 
      Every Tuesday  — 11:00 a.m. — Presbyterian 
 Women 
      July 4  — Independence Day.  Church Office Closed 
      July 11 — 7:30 p.m. — Equipping Ministry Team 
 
Wednesdays 
       Every Wednesday — 1-4 p.m. — Food Pantry 
       July 5 — 7:00 p.m. — Session 
       June 12 — 7:00 p.m. — Search Committee 

 
The Rev. Joan S. Gray was elected as the Mod-
erator of the General Assembly.  She will serve 
our denomination for the next two years in this 
capacity.  She has served a number of churches 
in the Atlanta area.  Please pray for our Modera-
tor and our denomination in the coming year. 

PRESBYTERIAN MODERATOR 
ELECTED  
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STAFF VACATION  
SCHEDULE 

 
Linde Baechle will be on vacation July 3-6. 
 
Dr. Daniel Anderson-Little will be on vaca-
tion from July 20 to August 10.  During this 
time, there will be an on-call pastor and a 
deacon contact person for pastoral needs.  
Contact details will be given on the church’s 
answering machine and in the mid-month 
Trinity News. 
 
Birty Hodgson will be on vacation July      
9-13. 

DIRECTORY CHANGES 

 


